Letter From the Editor
MWL and the Initiative of Positive National Integration
It is assumed that Muslim minorities in their
countries of residence are being prepared as citizens with full rights; there is no need for any
sense of discrimination or isolation. However,
the social reality may present a disparity in the
integration of immigrants and their children according to the circumstances of each country in
which they have settled.
When comparing between these communities, they are found in three types: the first is a
society style that tends to be isolated while the
direct communication among its citizens is limited.
The second is a pattern for a society that represents the Melting Pot for its residents who are
living cultural and religious specificities.
The third, the ideal type, is the community
of co-existence with minorities, in which immigrants are satisfied with their situation. Together
with the rights of citizenship, they enjoy a positive distinction. The state creates special conditions for them, participates in religious events,
and provides them with an opportunity to practice
their lives based on their identity and culture.
This ideal type is always encouraged and
sought by Muslim World League (MWL). This
fact was manifested clearly in the adoption of
its initiative of the programs of positive national
integration of religious minorities and their cultural diversities during the International Conference of Peace among the Followers of Religions,
which was held at Oxford University in the United Kingdom.
The Oxford conference also adopted the suggestion of MWL to replace the phrase “religious
and cultural privacy category” with the term
“minorities”, which came in the speech of His
Excellency Secretary General of MWL Sheikh
Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa at the
opening ceremony.
In its closing statement, Oxford Conference
also endorsed the MWL initiative on “minorities” because it will promote respect among the
followers of diverse cultures and strengthen the

bonds and relationships among the people of one
nation.
There is no doubt that the initiative of positive national integration is an idealized initiative
between a situation of isolation desired by some
and a situation of structural integration imposed
by others.
This initiative stems from MWL firm view of
coexistence possibility based on multiculturalism and equality of treatment. MWL, which has
extensive experience working among Muslim
minorities, noted that religious and cultural specificities did not prevent Muslims from integrating into the evidence that most individuals who
are associated with religious activism and attend
social events are more capable of creating positive integration into their new societies.
It has also been proven that the children of
migrants who have a weak relationship with
mosques, Islamic associations and Islamic centers are most likely to be isolated and influenced
by extremist groups.
The policy of national integration means learning the language of the countries that they settle
in and acquiring the necessary knowledge for
the integration of immigrants’ children into social life. Many Muslim communities have found
that their cultural specificities have promoted the
values of positive integration and helped them to
communicate with the rest of the population.
Muslims were more prepared and willing to
be positively integrated into co-existence societies that facilitated the procedures of applying
for citizenship, granted the right to vote and suppressed all forms of discrimination based on origin and ethnicity.
Thus, positive national integration becomes
a means of achieving equality and a decent life
for all. It provides opportunities for communication and co-existence of minority citizens in particular, ensuring their identity towards becoming
good citizens in the society they live in, with
equal rights and duties.
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Speakers at the conference with Dr. Al-Issa and Sheikh Abdullah bin Biyeh
appearing in the center.

Oxford Conference adopts the MWL’s initiative
supporting religious and cultural minorities
Oxford- The International Conference of
Peace among Followers of Religions, held at
Oxford University in the United Kingdom,
has adopted the initiative of the Muslim
World League (MWL) on the programs of
positive national integration of religious
minorities and their cultural diversities.
The Oxford Conference has also adopted
the MWL suggestionto replace the phrase»
religious and cultural privacy category»
with the term «minorities», which came
in the speech of His Excellency MWL
Secretary General Sheikh Dr. Muhammad
bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa at the opening
ceremony.
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Attended by a large group of religious,
political and intellectual leaders, the Oxford
Conference endorsed in its closing statement
the MWL initiative on «minorities»,
which aims to promote respect among the
followers of diverse cultures and strengthen
relationships among the people of one
nation.
At the outset of his speech, Dr. Al-Issa
thanked all attendees for endeavoring to
promote peace and harmony all over the
world and for affirming constantly that the
heavenly religions came down as a mercy
for all peoples and have never brought a
misery uponindividuals or institutions.
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Secretary General Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa
speaking at the conference.
MWL Secretary General emphasized that
the greatest mercy God bestowed upon all
people is sending His apostles and prophets
to enlighten them and guide them to the path
of goodness and happiness in their religion
and their life.
This mercy would not bring conflict or
fight regardless its type, or pretext. It calls
for co-existence and promotion of charity
and kindness because it is based on a
religious law that understands differences
and diversities and calls for forgiveness,
tolerance and harmony.
Dr. Al-Issa referred to two dilemmas that
occurringwhen hatred, clash and material
interests replace the principles of justice
and peace.The first is the moral setback that
negatively affectsthe human harmony where
as the second is attributing this moral setback
to the law of God.
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The opening ceremony
Hatred instigated by religious motivation
is attributed unjustly to the law of God,
despite the fact thatanyone who knows the
merciful law of God realizes that the Shariah
is far away from being negative and does
notexceed the boundaries.
History has always endorsed each unfair
linking between moral setback and religious
motivation as there has always been a reason
and a cause for hatred, rejection, defeat and
internal disintegration.
Dr. Al-Issa stressed that each person is
attributed to his diligence, right or wrong
and no one is attributed to religion except
an infallible person who is responsible for
delivering the message of religion.
Gods religion, he noted, is innocent of
any error, transgression, abuse, or even
a crime committed in its name. Whoever
reads history should feel the pain from the
bloodshed, the suppression of freedoms,
the blocking of minds and the delaying of
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civilizational enlightenment that happened
in many occasions in the name of religions.
Dr. Al-Issa recalled a verse from the Noble
Qur›an: “And do not say about what your
tongues assert of untruth, ‘This is lawful and
this is unlawful,’ to invent falsehood about
Allah. Indeed, those who invent falsehood
about Allah will not succeed.”
Dr. Al-Issa pointed out that humanity has
suffered greatly from its many and varied
mistakes in its own right, in the right of its
Creator, and in the right of all humanity
altogether.
We at the Muslim World League realized
that the reasons behind this can either be
attributed to a lack of awareness, a deliberate
boldness on values in order to gain material
interests, or a mismanagement of power and
hegemony. God’s norm has sermons and
lessons in all that.
Imbalance in the scales of justice has
many disastrous results reaped by the tyrants
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Attendees from different religious backgrounds during the conference.
at the end after being lured for a while of time
until God›s faith happened and they were
treated fairly because every unjust human
will perish and come to an end, and will
be an example to others of those who have
wiseminds to save themselves, their nations
and all humanity, but those with wise minds
are rare and hard to be found in anytime and
anyplace.
Dr. Al-Issa pointed out that the conference
discussed important themes and several
meanings of the concept of peace and
harmony such as the issue of refugees and
national integration in minority countries,
regardless of religion or culture of those
minorities.
He proposed to honor them and describe
them as» minorities», to contribute further to
their integration into countries of religious
and cultural diversity, and to name groups of
least in number as the category of religious
and cultural privacy.

Dr. Al-Issa mentioned the initiatives and
programs of integration aimed at promoting
harmony and national peace in various
societiesvia consolidating the concept of
the national connection, in which every
individual should believebecause it is a nonnegotiable conceptthat requires the respect
of the country›s national constitution, law
and culture.
Each individual enters any country
is obligated to that or else this entry is
prohibited (haram) because its consequences
are deceive and treachery.
Although, each religious or cultural group
has the right to claim the legal recognition of
their privacy but everyone must respect and
obey the final constitutional decision.
After working and acting according to that
constitutional resolution, everyone has the
right toexpress their view aboutit, whether
they accept it or not, but that must not affect
their harmony and national commitment.
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Whoever finds a country that responds to
the required religious and cultural privacy
should go to it.
Dr. Al-Issa said it is necessary to bring
the views closer and raise awarenessby
involving all qualified national parties
who have the ability and the influence
of the same fabric of the religious,
intellectual or cultural faction for each
particularity.
It does not matter whether the participation
came from inside the nation or from outside
through a guest to share together supporting
of harmony and integration and to clarify the
point of view.
The exchange of visits and congratulations
at the official levels in the occasions
and events melt the ice of isolation and
apprehension.
He stressed that educating children
and young people through focusing on the
religious and cultural privacy must not
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isolate them from the environment in which
they live, worse yet, it carries concepts of
rejection and hatred to coexist with othe
members in society.
Disrespecting the followers of religions
and cultures should be criminalized and the
voices of hatred, incitement and dissent must
be rejected, whether for religious, sectarian,
cultural or ethnic reasons.
Political bidding must be banned as well,
whetherit is just to incite racism through
ideas, which occasionally encourage
incitement and hatred of religions in general
or of a particular religion, or detracts from or
defames culture, civilization or race.
History is full of cruel, severe experiences
resulted from these political risks, and all
theories of clash and civilizational conflict
have failed and nothing remains except
the hope of understanding, awareness and
harmony.
Every country has rules and a ruler who

l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l

was selected by the people of that country
where no one is allowed to impose anything
on them except in the limits of suggestions
or as an advice or in some cases to claim for
legitimate rights according to law.
His Excellency called for establishing
councils or centers within the national
integration institutions to represent all
national spectrumsand organize dialogue
programs, promote harmony and to address
all issues, including social, psychological or
other problems.
Dr. Al-Issa called also for authorizing a
religious leader to act as authority on every
religion in each country, which must be
respected and act according to its guidance
and directives.The Islamic countries should
deal with these «religious authorities»
within the framework of the relationship
agreements between the two countries.
It is important for these religious
authoritiesto be neutral and independent,
and be very far away from any political or
religious conflicts, inside or outside their
countries. They should act as the shelter
and as the wise mind for their religious and
cultural followers.
They must represent knowledge,
awareness, wisdom and ability to make
decisions whileall their works must be
authorized from governments that gave
them the permissions. This should be fully
consistent with the personal status laws
of religions and sects of all countries of
pluralism and diversity.
He also called all countries and all
religious and cultural leaders and authorities
to frustrate the voices of hatred that exploitany
chance to incite hatred or violence, to
escalate conflict and civilizational conflict,
or to influence national harmony.
Dr. Al-Issa stressed that all platforms of
religious and cultural privacy should focus
in their speeches, forums, lessons, programs
and initiatives on supporting those concepts

and to affirm to all that are not at all consistent
with the specificity of religious and cultural
identity.
It must be confirmed that the wisdom
of law and the logic of reason and mind
imposes on everyone to deal with full
awareness away from purely religious and
cultural emotions, and away from messages
that do not take into account their spatial and
temporal specificity.
Dr. Al-Issa thanked the attendeesof the
conference, which was held to consolidate
the message of the divine religions and to
promote efforts to make an effective and
influential contribution to the most important
common humanitarian demands.
The results, he stressed,are always as
much as awareness, sincerity and the high
spirit of soul in its morals and its religious
and human values in general.
Religious and cultural convictions
should not be imposed and positive respect,
cooperation, coexistence and tolerance
should be understood.
At the end, he thanked Oxford Center
for Islamic Studies for its outstanding
cooperation to hold this conference.
The speeches of the participants in the
conference followed and were delivered by:
His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah bin Biyeh,
Chairman of the Forum for the Promotion
of Peace; the representative of the Vatican,
Archbishop of Southwark and Chairman of
the Committee of the Conference of Bishops
of Other Religions, HE Archbishop Kevin
MacDonald; Rabbi Prof. Norman Solman.
President of the Center for Islamic Studies
at Oxford University, Dr. Farhan Nizami,
addressed the conference, then British
thought leader and diplomat Alan Monroe
delivered a speech.
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Sheikh Dr. Al-Issa and Grand Mufti of Chechnya Sheikh Salah Majayev at Muslim World League.

MWL chief, Chechnya’s grand mufti sign
deal to combat extremism, Islamophobia
Makkah- Secretary-General of the Muslim World League (MWL), Muhammad bin
Abdulkarim Al-Issa, and Grand Mufti of
Chechnya Sheikh Salah Majayev signed a
memorandum of cooperation at MWL headquarters in Makkah.
The agreement focuses on mutual cooperation in spreading moderation, combating
extremism and Islamophobia, and expressing the position of Islam on extremist movements and deviant thoughts.
Both sides agreed to organize meetings
between Muslim academics, thought leaders, researchers and followers of other cultures and civilizations for dialogue and cooperation to improve the image of Islam and

to highlight its universal human values, to
support moderation, tolerance, justice, understanding and peace among peoples.
The agreement also dealt with cooperation between the two sides in the exchange
of information, expertise and publications as
well as the preparation of studies, research
seminars and dialogue programs.
The cooperation agreement also seeks to
enhance the provision of scholarships for
students, the service of the Holy Qur’an and
the tradition of the Prophet, peace be upon
him, as well as paying attention to the Arabic
language among non-Arab Muslims (Muslim minorities).

Sheikh Dr. Al-Issa and Grand Mufti of Chechnya
signing the memorandum of cooperation.

Sheikh Dr. Al-Issa hands Grand Mufti of
Chechnya a copy of the Noble Qur’an.
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Muslim World League Denounces the Terrorist Attack on Churches in Indonesia
Makkah- The Muslim World- His Excellency underlined that the
League (MWL) has denounced the
terrorist attacks that targeted three
churches in Surabaya, Indonesia,
Killing and wounding many.
Secretary-General of the Muslim
World League HE Dr. Muhammad
bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa said “This
barbaric act is classified as a major heinous crime under the Islamic
Sharia, which prescribes the harshest punishment for crimes targeting
innocent people whoever they are
and incriminates inflicting harm on
worshiping sites as well as desecrating their sanctity”
HE Dr. Al-Issa said that this terrorist attack, which ignores all principles and values, targeted innocent,
peaceful souls, emphasizing that
this barbaric act is a desperate attempt to destabilize security and stability in the safe, tranquil communities. However, he remarked that the
culprits and perpetrated perpetrated
these crimes to escalate hatred and
ignite religious dispute. However,

full awareness of the arrangements
pertaining to these deliberate exasperations comes at the top of the
techniques employed for depriving
them of taking advantage of this opportunity.
In conclusion, His Excellency
Dr. Al-Issa confirmed the solidarity
of the Muslim World League with
both the close and distant relatives
of the victims and the Indonesian
authorities, indicating that this terrorist attack has caused extreme
pain and sorrow to the whole Muslim World and to every sound individual incriminating such barbaric
terrorist acts.
His Excellency the SecretaryGeneral offered his sincere condolences to the bereaved families of
the victims, commiserating with
them on this painful event and wishing the wounded speedy recovery.
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Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa greeting people at the camp in Mozambique

MWL launches an emergency humanitarian relief in Mozambique
Nampula- MWL has launched an emer- of Mozambique, Ms. Veronica Lenga. She
gency humanitarian relief to alleviate
13,000 rain and flood-affected people in
Mozambique under the auspices of the
Representative of the Prime Minister and
Secretary General of the Nampula region
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in turn, conveyed greetings of the Mozambican Prime Minister to Secretary General
of the MWL Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin
Abdulkarim Al-Issa for his quick response
to provide humanitarian aid. Veronica
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Lenga also expressed her appreciation and
gratitude to the arduous efforts exerted by
the Muslim World League, commending
its large humanitarian projects, especially
in the southern African countries.
Teams of the MWL have helped more
than 13,000 people affected by the heavy
rains that caused flash floods in the Republic of Mozambique. Emergency humanitarian relief included 2,500 food baskets and
large quantities of raw materials and agri-

cultural equipment.
The emergency relief was targeted Nampula province, one of the most needy and
poorest regions in northern Mozambique
with more than 7 million people. The relief
campaign comes within the framework of
the all-out programs implemented by the
International Association for Relief, Care
and Development (IARCD) for the purpose
of helping the poor, the needy and victims
of disasters in Africa, to achieve sustain-

Secretary General of Muslim World League watches doctors in action at the operating theater.
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Aid is being distributed to the needy under the supervision of Sheikh Dr. Al-Issa
able development and poverty reduction in the continent. This also comes
out of its universal humanitarian role
in applying the basic principles of assistance to those affected by crises
and disasters around the world without discrimination.
Secretary-General of the International Association for Relief, Care
and Development, Dr. Abdulaziz
Sarhan made it clear that directives
of MWL’s Secretariat also included
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province of Angoche. Governor of
the affected province Mr. KhonsikaMunil extended gratitude to the relief
team for coming to this remote region
and providing support and aid to the
affected families that lost thousands
of houses due to flash floods that
have not been witnessed in the region
for many years.
Dr. Abdulaziz Sarhan also pointed
out that the campaign included the
distribution of food baskets contain-
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ing various aid like sugar, corn, oil and
pasta as well as in-kind assistance, including zinc plates and many shovels and
axes, to be used by these families to rehabilitate their destroyed homes along with
providing them with some utensils and
household needs.
Dr. Sarhan said that the MWL provided relief and health assistance to the most
needy people in Mozambique amounting
to 8,595,676 SR from which more than
454.242 people benefited over the past
20 years, stressing that the league would
implement many humanitarian projects in
the next coming days.

Humanitarian aid is being distributed
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Poor persons receive free medical treatment at MWL medical camp in Cambodia

Saudi doctors volunteering during the medical camp run by the MWL to help the sick in Cambodia.

Phnom Penh - MWL- A number of Cam- dulaziz University, Jeddah, and the head of

bodian senior officials hailed the first medical camp the Muslim World League (MWL)
organized in Phenom Penh, the capital city
of Cambodia, between 22 February and 02
March 2018.
The clinics of the camp were run by the
International Organization for Relief, Welfare and Development (IORWD) (formerly
known as the International Islamic Relief
Organization), an MWL affiliate.
Over 60 patients had undergone medical
examinations while 30 complicated surgeries were performed on patients who suffered
from tumors and faciomaxillary problems at
the National Hospital of Phenom Penh.
Dr. Bassem Jamal, faciomaxillary and
neck tumorconsultant surgeon at King Ab-
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the medical team, said the surgeries were
performed by Saudi specialists and consultants.The medical examinations showed that
most of the cases were at a critical stage and
needed urgent surgical intervention.
“Some cases had malignant tumors and
required urgent surgical operations as the
condition of the cases deteriorated due to the
lack of local medical cadre of specialists and
consultants,” he explained.
Haji Abu Bakr Saleh, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Youth of
Cambodia, expressed the ministry’s deepest
gratitude to the Muslim World League for
implementing this humanitarian initiative.
He thanked the MWL delegation for visiting Phnom Penh, noting that the Cambodian
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Government, the senior officials and patients
commended the painstaking efforts exerted
by the MWL towards alleviating the pains of
patients across the globe.
Haji Saleh received Majdi Bin Saleh Alziyadi, IORWD Director, Thailand, at his office and expressed the Cambodian Government’s desire to open an MWL office in the
country in recognition of MWL humanitarian
and relief efforts from which many countries
continue to benefit. He also told Alziyadi
that the matter was discussed with the MWL
former Secretary General in his last visit to
Cambodia.
Increasing the level of future cooperation
with the MWL is instrumental as it can help
the MWL implement more programs benefiting all segments of the Cambodian society
regardless of their beliefs and religions, he
said, stressing that the ministry is ready to
mobilize its capabilities and personnel towards accomplishing this goal.
Sheikh Qamaruddin Yousif, Chairman
of the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs,
Cambodia, delivered a short welcoming
speech upon the arrival of the MWL delegation and the medical team. He said: “I am

extremely glad that you have come to visit
us from the land of the Two Holy Mosques.
The Muslim World League is an epitome of
goodness and peace.”
Yousif commended the huge efforts led by
Secretary General HE Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, adding that he
would like to meet with His Excellency at
the earliest opportunity, expressing his hopes
that the MWL will implement more similar
programs in Cambodia.
Sheikh Ramli Chane, Chairman of the
Cambodian Charitable Friendship Association, thanked the MWL for authorizing him
to coordinate, arrange and participate in
the implementation process of the medical
camp, noting that it is the first time ever an
Arab medical team visits Cambodia. “This
encourages all of us to applaud these humanitarian efforts.”
The total costs of the social and educational programs the MWL has implemented
in Cambodia since 1981 exceeded three million Saudi Riyals while the number of people
who benefited from the programs reached
400,000.

Short welcoming speech upon the arrival of the MWL delegation.
l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l
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MWL launches its second campaign to provide humanitarian and relief assistance to Yemeni citizens
Agencies:
The Muslim World League launched
its second relief campaign within a
series of its urgent relief programs to
assist brotherly Yemenis in response
to the United Nations’ Humanitarian Response Plan 2018. The MWL
called for collecting USD 2, 96 billion during the present year for the
purpose of helping Yemenis overcome the humanitarian crisis hitting
Yemen.
Secretary General of the MWL,
Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, met with Secretary Gen-

eral of the United Nations, Mr. Antonio Guterres, in mid-April. They
reviewed issues of mutual interest,
including the global humanitarian
role of the MWL and its active participation in providing relief assistance
to the victims of crises and disasters
in various countries of the world.
This campaign comes within the
relief program launched by Dr. Al-Issa through the International Association for Relief, Care and Development
(IARCD) to alleviate the suffering
of the brotherly Yemeni people and
meet the needs of displaced people

Relief campaign in Yemen

18

l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l

Beneficiaries receiving aid
in five provinces inside Yemen: Al-Jawf, Hajjah, Marib,
Shabwa and Abyan. The relief
campaign included the distribution of 15,200 food baskets
from which more than 75,000
Yemeni people benefited.
IARCD Secretary General Dr. Sarhan, said that the
campaign began this week
securing 5000 food baskets
for displaced people in Hajjah province, in cooperation
with the Al-Baraka Charitable
Development Foundation in
Yemen which supervised the
distribution operation. He said
that the relief campaign will
include the other four provinces where 3000 food basket
will be distributed in Marib,
Shabwa and Abyan, while
1200 ones will be distributed
in the province of Al-Jawf in

Yemen.
Dr. Sarhan said that the
Muslim World League has
provided and continues to
provide the Yemeni people
with all assistance in various relief, health and social
fields, including drinking water and taking care of orphans,

which amounted to a total cost
102,855,293 SR from which
more than 2,361,398 benefited. He also stressed that the
MWL will continue to support
the Brotherly Yemeni people
in all Yemeni provinces to
help them overcome their humanitarian crisis.

MWL teams overseeing arrival of aid
l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l
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2500 cataract surgeries in Nigeria

MWL approves an ambitious plan for
launching new blindness eliminationcamps in twelve countries

patient undergoing initial medical examination

Jeddah- The Muslim World League ness treatment camps in 12 countries to
(MWL) has launched a blindness elimination program in several countries including Nigeria, as part of its comprehensive
blindness elimination programs carried
out in Africa and Asia.
Moreover, the MWL has approved an
ambitious plan for launching new blind-
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perform more than 8000 eye disease and
cataract surgeries.
Acting Secretary-General of the International Organization for Relief, Welfare
and Development “IORWD” Dr. Abdulaziz bin Ahmed Sarhan, said that the program for Jigawa State in Nigeria will con-
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A patient is being examined by a doctor to see if he suffers from cataract.
tinue for two weeks, during which more
than 2000 surgeries will be performed in
several areas, with the assistance of selected doctors and surgeons.
Dr. Sarhan said that 6000 people were
medically examined in 27 districts and villages, including 700 children, and that the
examination revealed about 2500 cataract
cases, in addition to some patients who
were in need of medicines and eyeglasses.
Director of the IORWD bureau in Nigeria, Abdullah Al- Huwairini, said that
the MWL had to start early implementation of the program ahead of schedule due
to the large number of patients, as doctors
could perform nine-hundred-sixty successful surgeries until the fourth day. The
most prominent case was that of an eightyear-old girl who had to undergo a com-

plete reconstruction surgery because her
eyes were gouged out.
Al- Huwairini asserted that the MWL’s
efforts have been appreciated by the Nigerian people and officials. He said that the
people of Jigawa expressed their thanks
and appreciation for the MWL’s relief, humanitarian and health activities in various
regions.
The MWL carried out two former eye
disease treatment camps in Nigeria. The
MWL performed four-hundred-seventysix cataract surgeries at the cost of 165
thousand riyals in the first camp, while
it performed 774 cataract surgeries at the
cost of 375 thousand riyals in the second
camp.
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part of excavations to carry water to houses

Muslim World League launches relief and
developmental projects in Egypt
Cairo- The Muslim World League (MWL)
has launched relief and developmental projects in the Arab Republic of Egypt as part
of a massive and varied program of relief
and sustainable development. The program
includes the establishment of potable water
treatment plants, delivery of financial allocations for orphans, Ramadan baskets and
housing units for the needy. The campaign
also targeted the Egyptian and Syrian needy
people, and the poor immigrant students
and their families.
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The projects cover most of Egypt’s governorates, and aim to realize the vision of
the MWL under the leadership of its Secretary General, Sheikh Dr. Muhammad
bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa. This vision aims
to increase sustainable charitable work by
providing assistance for the needy to alleviate their poverty and help them be more
self-reliant. The MWL seeks to enhance
the charitable campaigns by expanding the
developmental projects that fulfill the sustainable development goals by moving the
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families from the state of need to the state
of production.
Acting Secretary General of the International Organization for Relief, Welfare and
Development, Dr. Abdulaziz bin Ahmad
Sarhan said that the projects are carried out
under the direct supervision of the MWL
and in the presence of officials from AlAzhar and representatives of official and
governmental bodies. These projects include the establishment of six potable water treatment plants in several governorates
at the cost of about 100,000 riyals, and at
a capacity of 10,000 liters a day. They also
include the installation of links to transport
the drinking water to the homes of thirty
poor families in cooperation with water
officials in the two governorates of AlMenya and Beni Suef in Upper Egypt. He
clarified that these projects will contribute
to providing potable water for 2,000 families a day.
Dr. Sarhan added that the program includes orphans’ welfare projects. A total
amount of SR 9,713,252 has been handed
over to 13,776 orphans supported by the

Allocations of Syrian orphans being handed out

MWL, distributed in fifteen governorates
all over Egypt in cooperation with thirty
local societies. Additionally, an amount of
SR 252,050 has been handed over to 198
Syrian orphans. As part of the programs ,
3,800 Ramadan baskets were distributed
to 15,200 people in eleven governorates,
in cooperation with sixteen local societies, in addition to 1900 Ramadan baskets
for 7,600 Syrians in four Egyptian regions;
Giza, Cairo, Menoufeya and Ismailia, in
cooperation with the Syria Al-Ghad Relief
Foundation.
Dr. Sarhan noted that the the programs
alleviated the burdens of many immigrant
students in Egypt by helping them solve the
problem of student housing by providing
forty-eight apartments in four residential
buildings owned by the MWL in Nasr City
near to Al-Azhar University for the benefit
of the immigrant students who study at AlAzhar in the different undergraduate stages
(BA - Postgraduate) and their families as
well.

family rejoicing after water reaches them
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One of the MWL relief team members sent to help the victims of the torrential floods in Somalia

Muslim World League’s medics and relief
teams helps victims of floods in Somalia
Baldwin – MWL
The Secretary General of the Muslim
World League (MWL) Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa has issued urgent directives to the MWL’s medics and
relief teams in response to appeals made by
the Somali government. The government
has sent a distress call a matter that prompted the MWL to mobilize their medics and
relief teams to implement an urgent plan for
assisting the victims of the floods that hit
the central region of Somalia.
The International Association for Relief,
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Care and Development (IARCD) affiliated
to the MWL promptly responded to the distress call and began to provide the affected
people with essential foodstuffs, tents and
shelters. In addition, the MWL mobilized
its medics and relief teams to provide the
displaced Somalis with medicals supplies.
The MWL has benefited from its wide and
long expertise in humanitarian work in the
African continent in general and in Somalia
in particular for facing this major disaster
that claimed the lives of 19 Somalis and injured scores. These floods have displaced
more than 150 thousand Somali citizens,
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Flash floods have rendered hundreds of Somalian civilians homeless.
destroyed dozens of houses and harmed
many farms surrounding Baldwin city in
the Somali province of Shabelle.
Acting Secretary General of IARCD Dr.
Abdulaziz bin Ahmad Sarhan pointed out
that the campaign will include the distribution of food baskets containing in-kind assistance for the benefit of Somali families.
The food baskets amounting to 1000 will
meet the needs of more than five thousand
people.Every food basket contains ten kg of
wheat flour, five kg of cooking oil and ten
kg of rice.Dr. Sarhan added that the in-kind
assistances include five thousand blankets,
waterproof clothing, utensils, nets and 50
drinking water tanks in addition to providing emergency primary health care for
5,000 people.
Director of Emergency Relief Department and IARCD’s envoy Nawaf Al-Harthi
described the current situation in Baldwin
as tragic. He said: “80 % of the population
of the city, which depends on agriculture,

trade and grazing, fled their homes after being swept by the floods and 20% are currently stranded in a number of neighborhoods of the city after being surrounded
by floods in all directions. Evacuating the
stranded people is difficult due to the rise of
water level for more than two meters, while
the other displaced people live in the open
without any basic services including medication, foods, covers and blankets to protect
them from cold. They are also threatened by
floods and epidemics because of living in
areas unfit for human habitation that lacks
a sewage system. Al-Harthiadded: “Health
assistance and primary services of emergency health care provided by the MWL
to the displaced are considered the first of
its kind among all organizations involved
in the relief work.” He also stressed that
the MWL will continue to provide more assistance to help Somalia’s flood victims in
face of this crisis.
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Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa with the Secretary-General and Board members of
the International Organization of Qitab and Sunnah (IOQAS) during its 18th meeting held in Makkah.

Dr. Al-Issa chairs18th meeting of Holy Qur’an Memorization
International Organization
Makkah- Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, Secretary General of
the Muslim World league, who is also the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
The International Organization of Qitab and
Sunnah (IOQAS), chaired the 18th meeting
of the IOQAS Board, held Tuesday 14th of
Ramadan 1439 H at the headquarters of the
Muslim World League in Makkah.
The meeting was attended by IOQAS
Secretary General Dr. Abdullah Basfar and
the Board members.
Dr. Al-Issa welcomed all the attendees at
the outset of the meeting, thanking them for
participating and urging them to exert more
efforts towards serving the Holy Qur’an and
the immaculate Sunnah.
Dr. Basfar thanked the MWL SecretaryGeneral for chairing this meeting and for his
continuous support as well as his participation and keenness to be part of all IOQAS
activities and attend its conferences in vari-
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ous countries of the world.
The meeting agenda, which was discussed
and reviewed by Dr. Al-Issa and participants, included many important issues from
the previous meetings and the latest update
about them.
Serving the Holy Quran and the immaculate Sunnah is an honor for MWL, said Dr.
Al-Issa.

Dr. Al-Issal discussing important issues with the
Secretary-General and board members.
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Muslim World League donates blankets to coldaffected victims in Tunisia

Blankets are being handed out to cold-affected victims
Tunisia: “MWL”
The Muslim World League (MWL) has run a
campaign handing out blankets to Tunisians
in areas that were ravaged by a severe wave
of cold and frost that struck earlier in 2018.
At the behest of MWL Secretary General
Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Abdulkarim AlIssa, the International Organization for Relief, Welfare and Development “IORWD”
(formerly known as the International Islamic
Relief Organization) implemented the campaign in the small cities of Gafsa, Benzert,
Silyana, Jendouba, Baja and Kairouan. The
campaign came in immediate response to the
urgent appeals the seniors officials of these
cities made to the MWL.
Located in the northwest region of Tunisia, the cold-affected cities are the poorest
in the country. They were brutally affected
by snowstorms because of their elevation
– greater than 1,000 meters above the sea
level.
Senior officials of the cities partook in the

campaign and helped distribute blankets to
the poor families. They expressed their deepest thanks to the Muslim World League and
commended its great efforts to help the victims of severe cold and frost in Tunisia.
This is not the first time the MWL has implemented an emergency relief campaign in
Tunisia. It has run many programs focusing
on social development, relief and healthcare,
which were all highly applauded by the Government of Tunisia.
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Grand Mufti of the Republic of Kosovo Sheikh Naeem Trnava with the winners of the first Qur’anic
competition in Balkans, launched by the Muslim World League.

IOQAS holds Qur’anic competition to the
high schools in Balkans

Balkans - MWL
The Muslim World League (MWL)
launched the first Qur’anic competition in
Balkans through the International Organization of Qitab and Sunnah (IOQAS) affiliated to the MWL, with the participation
of forty male and female students from Kosovo, Albania, Montenegro, the Sandjak,
Macedonia, Croatia and Turkey
IQQAS Secretary General, Dr. Abdullah
Basfar, said “As directed by MWL Secretary General Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin
Abdulkarim Al-Issa, the IQQAS staged
the first Qur’anic competition. He pointed out that the closing of the competition
witnessed a ceremony for honoring the
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participants. The ceremony was attended
by the Grand Mufti of the Republic of Kosovo Sheikh Naeem Trnava, President of
the Islamic Sheikhdomand sponsor of the
ceremony, and a number of scholars and
Islamic figures and other figures interested
in the Qur’anic affair, and a number of citizens.
Kosovo’s Mufti expressed appreciation
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
MWL represented by its Secretary General
Dr. Muhammad Al-Issa for their interest
in the Qur’an and their sponsorship of the
competition.
The ceremony’s speakers expressed their
happiness to be presentin that great occasion. They praised the support of the Cus-
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Group photo of winners of the Noble Qur’an contest
todian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdulaziz to the Holy Quran
and the KSA’s efforts in the service of
Islam and Muslims and its adherence
to the a middle-of-the-road approach of
moderation and the propagation of the
Quran all over the world.
They also praised the outstanding role
of the MWL and the IQQAS in the de-

velopment of the Qur’anic work and its
preservation worldwide. They congratulated the award-winning students and
urged them to do even greatereffort in
memorizing the Holy Qur’an and adhere toits teachings. At the closing of
the ceremony, the winners were awarded the prizes.
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A Peace Perspective
By Ahmed Kamal El-Din Izzeddin
Living in peace is naturally an eternal objective for humankind.
Violence of all types, shapes or forms is the worst enemy for people
at all times although, ironically enough, it is man who perpetrates
violence and commitsthe killing and maiming of members of his
own race, among other world victims of human evils.
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World wars stand as horrible examples of bloody conflicts in which man
played the roles of both victim and perpetrator, in a striking portrayal of injustice and propensity to self-destruction.
Each of the two armed confrontations of
the largest scale, World War I and World
War II, was followed by some kind of
global or semi-global intergovernmental effortsintended to ebb the tide of
violence through multilateral agreement
and collective peaceful design. This has
resulted in the formation of the League
of Nations, following the first of the two
wars, and the United Nations Organisation, in the wake of the second. The
impetus to end World War I was behind
the success of the Paris Peace Conference in January 1920. The objectives of
the emerging Covenant of the League of
Nations revolved around the prevention
of conflict and provision of assistance to
state victims of aggression.
If violence, manifested in the most
ferocious posture by war, is the opposite of peace, then in addition to the prevention of violence attention should be
made to the making, maintenance and
building of peace. Efforts to achieve
normalcy and serenity should in regular
circumstances take long term prevalence
over the interim situation of war prevention, which should only supersede due to
its emergency nature.
Where peace should be the normal
concern it is indispensible to look into
the factors that help create circumstanc-

es conducive to calm and tranquilityin
whichpeace and security can burgeon.
One major factor, it is submitted, is the
maintenance of justice. Human beings
naturally tend to venerate justice as a
great value, since it would tacitly indicate protection of their own rights and
freedoms. But in exceptional situations
where any of these rights or freedoms is
violated, man tends to resist such violation. In turn, this resistance may well be
fended against by the aggressor, resulting in a situation of mutual violence.
Encroachments on the rights of other
human beings therefore provide a situation where ‘violence’ becomes almost
synonymous to ‘injustice’, and ‘peace’
tantamount to ‘justice’. Accordingly,
any effort towards the making, building
or maintenance of peace, should fundamentally be directed towards the making,
building and maintenance of justice.
In all cases, however, peace should be
considered indivisible. The overall objective should be ‘peace for all’, or otherwise it would be very difficult to maintain any peace. In line with the previous
analysis, justice should also follow suit
and prevail in respect of all individuals
and human groupings. Injustice to some,
is injustice to all. This concept seems to
have been recorded in religious teachings. One example is to be found in the
Muslim Holy Book, the Holy Qur’an,
in Surat Al Maidah (Chapter V: The Repast), verse 23, which goes as follows:
“We ordained for the Children of Is-

l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l

31

rael that if any one slew a person - unless
it be for murder or for spreading mischief
in the land - it would be as if he slew the
whole people; and if any one saved a life,
it would be as if he saved the life of the
whole people.”
Collective peace goes hand in hand with
collective justice. And this brings forward
a further factor of peace, namely, equality. Diverse individuals or communities
should enjoy equal positions and treatment
in all respects, including in status, rights,
and opportunities. Social disparities and
inequality can be a cause of disturbance,
conflict and violence.
Freedom is a yet another factorfor the
realization of peace. Coercion and suppression represent a time bomb for the
outbreak of violence, since no normal
human being would tolerate being under
servitude or the suppression of her or his
free will.Such will may only be consensually waived or compromised by the individual. This can take place for the sake of
amicable compromise or agreement with
others, in a quest for trading benefits and
interests.
Having discussed some major factors
essential for peace to occur and sustain,
such as justice, equality and freedom, it is
no less important to look into some of the
negative factors which may create impediments on the way of peace. On the other
side of the continuum, therefore, we find
the element of power. Accompanied with
the evil of instinctive human greed, being
powerful may allure towards the violation of rights pertaining to other individu-
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als or communities. Power is also a major
element in tilting the balance of equality,
since the powerful is more likely to insist
on a share in excess of that assigned for
the powerless, simply because of two elements: greed and the luxury of impunity.
This situation is more likely where either
there is no grand power governing the acts
of all players, including the more powerful,
or where such grand power is unwilling or
is less powerful than the aggressor subject.
In the case of international relations there
is no overarching governing body which is
owed allegiance by state and other players
in the international arena. Accordingly, in
most cases it is the ‘legitimacy of power’,
rather than the ‘power of legitimacy’ that
reigns supreme and dominates the international stage of events. This is also true of
inter-state relations, although with a lesser
chance of sustenance due to the supposed
existence of a central governing power at
the state level, despite the fact that situations of anarchy following popular uprisings may diminish or entirely remove central power leading to a rule-of-the-jungle
situation where only the most powerful
survives.
The effect of power is demonstrated
not only in situations of conflict, but also
in arrangements reached through peaceful
negotiations. Since the establishment of
the League of Nations as the first intergovernmental organization dedicated for the
maintenance of world peace, the element
of power was effectively present. Due to
the lack of a central governing power, the
enormous objectives of war prevention and
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disarmament could only be tasked to the
most powerful of the international players of the time. These included the United
Kingdom, France, Italy and Japan who
then constituted the permanent members
of the League’s executive Council. The
ensuing arrangement could not encompass all of the powerful world players and
ultimately failed to prevent the Second
World War, which provoked yet another
impetus for a similar grand arrangement,
hopefully for a more sustainable world
peace. Again, the new establishment, the
United Nations Organization, revolved
around the world’s major powers, which
monopolized the power structure and the
decision making mechanism in the Organization. In fact, from its inception, the
UN concept was historically born inside the US State Department in 1939,
its Declaration drafted by US President
Franklin Roosevelt- assisted by his aide
Harry Hopkins - and British Prime Minister. The idea of a Security Council with
five permanent members having the power to veto substantive resolutions at will,
and thereby have the power to block the
adoption of any resolution seen by a permanent member as incompatible with its
interests, demonstrates the effective influence of power even in peacefully reached
arrangements.
Conclusion:
Peace is an existential necessity for the
quite, safe and nonviolent human coexistence in planet earth. Cooperation, interaction, trade and other mutual activities
will then be possible. The bitter alterna-

tive is disturbance, instability, conflict
and violence, which can ultimately end
the existence of some of us, the inhabitants of this world, as was the case in so
many bloody occasions in the history of
mankind. Certain factors work as pillars
for peace, without which any peaceful
situation will be lacking in endurance and
sustainability, if it is ever to be realized in
the first place. These factors include the
maintenance of justice, establishment of
equality and prevalence of freedom, for
both the individual and any collective
existence of humans within any setting.
It should also be noticed that other factors may work in the opposite direction
of peace and tranquility. We depicted in
this article at least two, namely, greed and
power. The evil motive of greed, when
coupled with the ability to enforce it,
would certainly result in severe injustice
and devastating catastrophe.
World efforts revolved around the
making, building and maintenance of
peace. It is submitted that those efforts,
as a matter of strategy, may be better invested by striving for the maintenance of
the tripartite pillars of justice, equality
and freedom, in order to furnish the right
atmosphere for the desired global peace
to exist and prosper. Indeed, working on
the peace-producing factors will by itself
generate a culture that shuns and avoids
violence and conflict. This preemptive
approach to peace may serve humanity
more effectively than any other option
carried out in an unfavorable climate.
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French Muslims between
integration and isolation
Jeddah – Waleed Jaafer
“Le Monde” French reputable newspaper, mentioned in one of its reports that the
Muslims who live inside France, revealed
during the recent years their desire to integrate among society, and pass the last period
which characterized by the isolation.
The report stressed that if there are positive points about different terror attacks in
the State during the last years, they should
boil down to the fact that the French society
should integrate with all categories of societies, and promote to the world that they are
not linked with radicalism at any way. The
reports explained that Muslims who partici-
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pated in the last presidential elections, their
votes were too much influential regarding
their big numbers in France population, as
the biggest Muslim community in the western countries.
“LE Monde” discussed a study was conducted by the European agency for essential
rights in European Union, and specialized in
watching and securing the essential rights
for European citizens. The study asserted that
the French Muslims are confident towards
their integration in their societies, despite the
violations they face.

Changing the picture
The study included category compo-
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nents of 10 thousand French Muslims, most
of them came from North Africa countries.
Some respondents mentioned that the recent
attacks in France should be one of the reasons to integrate inside society, assured that
the aim of that is to change the negative image inside citizen’s mind about Muslims, and
to release all distortions related to Islam.

Negative impression

“Le monde” added “more than half million
of Muslims in France, are holding university
certificates, and many of them are working
in high category jobs like doctors or engineers, it mentioned that the general image
about them is artificial and far from reality,
and the part that stand behind this promotion
is the radical right wing. The report said that
some of hatred media outlets are provoking
Solidarity with society
The study mentioned that third of respon- Muslims by sarcasm on their holy places and
dents, indicated that they prefer to isolate warship activities, which concluded to start
themselves from the society, and leave the huge protesting around Muslim world.
public life especially during elections.
The study said that this self-isolation
Reaching to Goals
does not mean neglecting the society, rather
The report concluded that Muslims rethan a kind of expressing protest against the vealed directly their strong desire to integrate
discrimination, and the fear view towards in their societies, and this pledge is giving the
them, regarding the race, gender or reli- responsibility to provide all citizenship right
gion.
to them, in order to give them an opportunity
The report noted that many Muslims, who to reveal their loyalty to the state. The report
live in France, died during the recent terror assured that the state will gain many benefits
attacks, so they were victims like the citizens. if it applies this strategy to Muslim comThe report said that Muslims did not reveal munity, especially the youth category which
their happiness towards that violation, rather represents high percentage in this commuthan they provided help to catch criminals, nity, in time that most of European states are
and refuse the principle of that attack.
suffering from the lack of labor.
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Global Press
Idris Elnaw

Swedish Priest Praises Muslims’ Humanity
Reverend Stefan Lindquist, head of
the left wing of the Swedish Church
Federation, paid homage to Muslim
morals on social networking sites and
recorded a record of admiration and
re-publication, as published by several
leading newspapers in the country, Anatolia news agency reported.
Lindquist wrote “The devotion of
what Muslims are dangerous! Just came
one with a whole pile of fresh eggs to
me. Another wrote to me and asked
how I feel. Another offered to drive me
where I want while my car is on repair,
another cooks food in principle once a
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week, another Muslim I know drives
out food basically every day to a friend
who has no money to buy food for”.
The phase what Muslims are dangerous and what they are bothering, right?
I never think anyone has brought me
eggs, week after week, and who refuse
to receive money. Is there any Swedish
who can go to a poor friend with food
for several weeks, without having to be
paid?
I do not know but imagine it would
be that we Swedish would lift their eyes
and see how it really is. I did it and discovered what amazing Muslim friends I
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have. Many, many of them have such good
hearts that I never met with a Swedish.
Hands on the heart, you would go home to
me with fresh eggs every other day, without compensation week out and a week in.
But whining on prayer calls three minutes a
week, we can. Close the limits for wanting
to have breathing space, we can.
Facebook, which has unexpectedly
spread widely. At the time of writing, over
19,000 people.
In the post, he describes how the “dangerous” Muslims deliver free eggs to him
every week, offer a shot when the car is in
the workshop, or just asks how he is.
“... another Muslim I feel is running out
of food every day to a friend who does not
have the money to buy food for. The phase
what Muslims are dangerous and what they
are bothering, right? “He continues.
Stefan Lindquist says that he made the
post after reading hatred posts about Muslims on Facebook.
“I feel so many Muslims and I’ve never
met any hatred from anyone. I think it’s
about treatment. If you open and receive
and welcome people into their lives, you
will also experience a lot of love and a lot
of warmth from humans.
Lindquist continues”are you really wondering if there is a breathing space we need
or a solid education in solidarity, empathy,
compassion and common foolishness?
with the Swedes, and I have not felt their
hatred.”
“I think the way people are dealt with are
a very important issue. If you accept people
and integrate them into your life, you will
find a great love for them,” he said.
“In my article, I wanted to show the
Swedish that most Muslims have compas-

sion and compassion, and I think there is
undue fear and concern for Muslims,”
Lindquist told Swedish newspaper Aftonbladet.
“It’s what the Muslims are dangerous!”,
Stefan Lindquist starts his post on
the idea of the post was partly to raise
debate, but Stefan also hopes that more
people will be aware that there is nothing
but hat out there.
“I want to show Muslims that there is
much love and many people who stand for
humanity and humanity warm love. The
hats are heard and seem so very much, but
I think most of them are based on fear and
ignorance, he says.
In a look at the personal profile of the
Swedish priest on Facebook, you will find
it full of publications about Islam and Muslims in a positive way, which is met with
the interaction and welcome of Muslims
and others.
Stefan Lindquist wanted to spread the
message of love and made a post where he
praised his Muslim friends. The post has received positive reactions in social media.
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Building a Legal Theory on
Humanitarian Intervention
International humanitarian
intervention to protect human
rights requires measures can
reach to use military force
against the State that commits such violations. And
how this is in a consistent
with the principle of State
sovereignty and whether the
priority is given to the principle of sovereignty or the
protection of human rights.
Moreover, what is the impact
of it, on the state sovereignty
when it occurs. The starting
point of the thesis is arguing
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that the maintenance of sovereignty has a priority to the
protection of human rights.
Technological development
and the emergence of the
new players in the international arena have influenced
the traditional concept of
sovereignty. There is a contradiction between the principle of sovereignty and the
international humanitarian
intervention, which itself is
a form of exploitation of resources and domination over
the weak states.
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The dissertation dealt with
this issue with a descriptive,
historical and analytical approach that leads to objective
results. It makes a comparison between the two cases
of United Nations intervention in the conflict in East
Timor and Western Sahara.
It elaborates the concept of
sovereignty in the traditional
and the modern sense. And
then explains the evolution
of the principle of sovereignty from the Middle Ages
until the modern era and the

theories that explain it. And
the reasons that led to its erosion. It examines the concept
of international humanitarian
intervention, its objectives,
types, arguments of supporter
and non-supporters. As well
as the reasons that led to its
appearance, legitimacy, the
position of the international
judiciary, the position of the
United Nation Charter and
the modern trend towards
building a legal theory on
humanitarian intervention.
It addresses the two cases of
the United Nations intervention in East Timor and Western Sahara, using a comparative method as a tool to
expose the practical aspect
of the international humanitarian intervention. Each
case is described regarding
the nature of the conflict, the
human rights situation and
the events that had shaped
the situation of the United

Nations intervention in East
Timor and demonstrated the
phases and activities of the
Mission. It also describes the
United Nations intervention
in the Western Sahara conflict, explaining the nature of
the conflict, the human rights
situation and the events that
had shaped the intervention
and activities of the Mission.
Through a comparison approach, it identifies the similarities and the differences
between the two cases, and
why success in East Timor
and the failure in Western
Sahara.
The principle of sovereignty
is an advantage that explains
the nature of the State as an
international person that can
impose its authority over
the territory of the State.
The principle of sovereignty
passed through four stages.
The first stage is the agreement of Westphalia, and
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second is the erosion of the
traditional concept of the
sovereignty. The third the
consideration of the human
rights as an international
affair and the fourth is the
harmonization of the traditional and modern concept
of sovereignty as a responsibility that imposes certain
obligations to be fulfilled
before the state is arguing
on principle of sovereignty.
International humanitarian
intervention has a direct and
indirect impact on the state
sovereignty which moves
it partially or entirely to the
intervening party in a given
period base on the type of the
intervention.
There is no explicit provision
in the United Nations Charter
about the international humanitarian intervention. In
removing the contradiction,
the study recommended an
amendment to the Charter of
the United Nations, including
the issue of the international
humanitarian intervention
with its legal terms. Furthermore, the General Assembly
of the United Nations should
adopt an international declaration in the name of sovereignty as responsibility, and
international deed for Humanitarian Protection defines
the form and the conditions
of international humanitarian intervention.
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Muslims around the world celebrate

Eid al-Fitr

Every year, Muslims across the globe gather
to celebrate Eid as the month-long fasting of
Ramadan comes to a close.
Eid al-Fitr means the “festival of breaking
the fast” and sees the entire Muslim community come together to celebrate the completion of this annual act of devotion.
The exact date of Eid is yet to be determined
as it depends on the lunar cycle but we know
it is likely to be on one of two dates in the
middle of June.
It could take place this year on the evening
of Thursday 14 June or on the evening of Friday 15, depending on the sighting of the crescent moon.
Precisely when followers choose to observe
it varies because there is little agreement
about whether the moon must be spotted
with the naked eye and whether it needs to
be seen in the country where the celebrations
are happening. As there are either 354 or 355
days in the Islamic year, the day that Eid falls
on in the Gregorian calendar changes annually.

40

Muslims observing Ramadan have been fasting from dawn to sunset for an entire month.
Ramadan is one of the five pillars of Islam
- along with faith, prayer, charity and the pilgrimage - and gives Muslims a moment to
reflect on their spiritual life in honour of the
Quran being revealed to the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
Eid al-Fitr is therefore the celebration marking the end of this solemn period of reassessment.
Traditionally, Eid is celebrated for three days
and is a national holiday in Muslim countries.
In western countries, most people tend to celebrate for a day and will take time off work
or school.
As with most holidays, people celebrate differently, but Muslims typically gather together at the mosque for early prayer, with services held every hour in the morning. When
prayer is complete, worshippers greet one
another, commonly embracing three times.
Children sometimes receive gifts from their
elders.
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Children of Yemen Suffer
as a Result of Houthis’ Terrorist Acts
Nizar Abdulbagi
Militias of Houthis in Yemen continue perpetrating terrorist acts and
recruiting children for fighting fellow Yemenis around the country.
The militiasresorted to child recruitment in order to regain strength
following the massive losses they sustained at the hands of the national
armyand the Arab Coalition, supporting the legitimate government.
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A child
writing on a
notebook and
next to him
appears a gun.

Several human rights organizations posednumerous questions wonderingabout the
reasons behind such tactics at a time when
some official statistics showed that Houthi
rebels had become heavily dependent on
child fighters in the battlefield. The organizations said Yemeni familiessend their children into the battlefield under coercion or
take money to do that, as a result of abject
poverty.
Some local media outlets said that thousands of children as young as 13-15 years old
have taken off their school uniform and taken
up arms, pointing out that the Houthi militias
exploited and recruited children in their first
war of 2004, although the militias continue to
deny such claims.
Human rights violations
Director of “Sah” Organization for Human
Rights, Aden city, Issam Al-Shoary, said AlHouthi coup militias do force Yemeni children
to join their militias and have even stepped
up child fighter recruitment five times during
the war.
Al-Shoary described the violence of
Houthi militias as senseless, calling upon the
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International Community to put an end to theblatant violations against Yemeni civilians.
In his speech at the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC), Al-Shoary said
the violations committed against children did
not include recruitment only, but also killing
and wounding children and depriving them
of the right to education. Hundreds of schools
and hospitals were destroyed and humanitarian aid was seized and sold in black markets.
Killing children
Alsohary said thousands of children were
killed while fighting alongside Al-Houthi
coup militias all over the country, noting that
the Houthi rebels shelled houses and hospitals indiscriminately with civilians inside.
Many teenagers lost their lives because of
land mines planted by Houthi rebels at random sites inside cities.
Al-Shoary stressed that the Houthi rebels recruited more than 13,000 children into
their militant group, and used them as human
shield in order to resist the national army and
protect themselves against air strikes from
legitimate government forces and the Arab
coalition.
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International claims
The UNICEF stated that Houthi rebels are
directly responsible for child violence in Yemen.
The international organization said numerous forms of child violence have beenseen in
Yemen – some of these include child recruitment, use of children as human shield, random killing, depriving children of the right to
education. According to the UNICEF, child
recruitment can pose dangerous threats on
Yemen’s future even after the political parties
reach mutual agreement. The repercussions
of the war will be etched on children’s minds
and act as barriers hindering them from going
back to normal life.

Houthi coup militias had been terrorizing and
forcing the families to encourage their children to partake in the war, especially families
living in rural areas where the majority of
residents suffer from poverty.

Forceful Recruitment of Children
Aden University sociologist Naji Hassan said
that the group’s followers manipulate children in different ways in order to convince
them to join the group and take part in the
war. Al-Houthi coup militias put the children
in military compounds where they receive
training for 14 days after which they are sent
to conflict-stricken areas. “Houthi militias
give power drugs to the children in order to
stimulate them to fight. Many of the children
testified that they have been abused by the
Manipulation of Families
UNICEF spokesperson for the Middle East rebels,” said Hassan.
and North Africa Juliet Toma said in a press
conference that the war continues to obstruct The Culture of Death
the delivery of international aid to conflict- Ahmad Al-Qurashi, Director of Yemen-based
torn areas. The organization called for ending “Siege” Organization for Child Protection,
the use of child soldiers in Yemen and free- said that children recruitment percentage in
ing the besieged schools in order to teach and the Yemeni war has increased five times since
2015, compared to that of 2014. The reasons
educate again.
Many social media activists said that Al- for this increase can be attributed to the fact
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Method of recruitment:

Forcing the families to send their
children into the
battlefield
Giving drugs
to children
Providing money
and weapons
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Recruitingimpoverished members
of society
Child
abductions
Giving fake
promises
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that the Al-Houthi coup militias stepped up the level of
the war and that the majority
of the people suffer from absolute poverty.
Legal Fines
Al-Qurashi explained that
his organization conducted a
local study on the main reasons of child recruitment and
found that poverty, lack of
education and the high losses among the rebels were the
culprits. The militias continue to recruit children from
different areas and send them
into frontline.
Al-Qurashi called upon
the International Community to intervene and stop violence practices against children. He added, “Recruiting
children is a crime that violates international child se-

Innocent children are forced to join Houthi groups.
curity laws.”
Humanitarian deal
The Arab Coalition and the
legitimate government treat
all civilians on the basis of
humanitarian considerations.
If a Houthi militia member is
caught by the national army,
he will be treated as a victim
forced to take part in the war.
The Arab Coalition has released 50 children who were
recruited by Al-Houthi coup
militias.
The children were in miserable condition suffering
from poor malnutrition.
The Yemeni legitimate
government opened new
learning classes in Taiz governorate to help children
continue education.

Threats and dangers:
Threating
children’s life

Threatening the future of education
Danger of
using “qat”
Exposure to long
term diseases.
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Exposure to psychological diseases
Exposure to
sexual assaults
Danger of using
the drugs
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Qur’an Park coming up in Dubai
By Dr. FATIMA TANEEM

The Qur’an Park Project is a pioneering modern, cultural project
that emerges from the cultural and scientific achievements of Islam.
The Noble Qur’an is the living miracle revealed to humankind
through our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). It is a
continuous source of guidance and blessings for all of us. In it,
Allah states that the bounties in the Heavens and Earth are only
for the benefit of the humankind. Among them are plants, which
are beneficial for humans and animals. Numerous plants are
aptly illustrated in the Noble Qur’an in different ayats or verses.
For example:
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The Noble Qur’an says: ‘’And the earth
He has put down (laid) for the creatures.
Therein are fruits, date palms producing
sheathed fruit-stalks (enclosing dates).
And also corn, with (its) leaves and stalks
for fodder and sweet-scented plants. Then
which of the blessings of your lord will
you both (jinn and men) deny?’’ [Surat
Al-Rahman, Verses: 10-16];
“… He it is who produces gardens (of
vine), trellised and untrellised, and palms
and seed-produce of which the fruits are
of various sorts, and olives and pomegranates, like and unlike; eat of its fruit
when it bears fruit, and pay the due of it
on the day of its reaping, and do not act
extravagantly; surely He does not love
the extravagant.” (Surat Al-Anam: Verse:
141).
In order to showcase the miracles and importance of plants in the Noble Qur’an,
the Dubai Municipality is currently engaged in constructing a Qur’an Park in
Dubai’s Al Khawareej Area. Designed
from an Islamic perspective, this Qur’an
themed park spans 54 hectares and aims
to highlight the achievements in the domain of plant ecology. The park also
aims to extend the bridges of intellectual
and cultural communication with different cultures, religions and people. It will
introduce Dubai’s multicultural environment to the accomplishments of the Islamic civilization in the field of plant environment. It will also serve in preparing
a scientific data of the Arab environment
plants and increase performance efficiency in agricultural production and scien-

tific research.
The upcoming Qur’an Park is set to include both the modern features and
special exhibits catering to the Quranic
theme.
According to Hussain Nasser Lootah,
director-general of Dubai Municipality,
“We will be able to introduce the visitors
to the types of plants, their importance
and their scientific and nutritional value.
The mission of the Qur’an Park is to contribute to enhancing the cultural and educational role of Islamic heritage through
localization of the plants mentioned in
the Noble Qur’an and Sunnah and the
embodiment of Islamic heritage.”
Special Areas
The following special areas are being incorporated:
Orchards: The Park consists of 12 orchards; orchards contain the plants mentioned in the Noble Qur’an. The green
spaces are divided into orchards planted
with plants that have been mentioned in
the Noble Qur’an and the Sunnah with
the scientific and medical benefits and
uses, including bananas, pomegranates,
olives, melons, grapes, figs, garlic, leeks,
onions, corn, lentils, wheat, cumin, ginger, tamarind, basil, squash, cucumbers
and other.
Shaded Areas spread out on the sides of
the walkways, where materials were used
to decorate the floors with engravings of
colors in keeping with the spirit of the
place.
Two children’s play areas have been allocated for ages between 2 and 12 years.
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A dedicated area for training children in
Hajj and Umrah.
The areas within the park are divided
into small gardens, such as: the Islamic
Garden, the Desert Garden, and the Andalusian Garden, which is characterized
by the style and design common in Andalusian gardens, full of forms and designs of Islamic character.
Glass House: It contains the plants mentioned in the Noble Qur’an and Sunnah
and require a controlled environment
for growth.
Cave of Miracles: It contains seven miracles mentioned in the Noble Qur’an
and displays exhibits with the latest
technology.
Design of Solar Trees: A unique design
inspired by the art of Arabic and Islamic
calligraphy and designed specifically
for the Quranic Park. Solar trees contain solar panels, “Wi-Fi”, the outlets
for charging mobile phones, and shaded
areas for visitors.
The Dubai Municipality announced that
all visitors to the park will be allowed
entry without any charge ‘in order to let
them enjoy the beautiful views in this
unique park established by the Municipality.’
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The park will provide a chance to learn
about many miracles mentioned in
the Noble Qur’an as well as showcase
plants, also mentioned in the Noble
Qur’an, on which modern medicine depends.
Lootah added, “The Park is considered
a fantastic opportunity to explain the
meanings of a lot of wonders and miracles mentioned in the Noble Qur’an in
the scientific and medical fields, and the
benefits of the plants mentioned in the
Noble Qur’an and how modern medicine is highly dependent upon these
plants for treatments as well as environmental benefits.”
The solar trees contain solar panels and
Wi-Fi with electrical outlets for charging mobile phones and shaded seats for
visitors.
The Qur’an Park Project is a pioneering
modern, cultural project that emerges
from the cultural and scientific achievements of Islam. Where the Park is a
wonderful opportunity to explain many
wonderful meanings and miracles that
the Noble Qur’an contained in the scientific and medical fields, by collections
of plants mentioned in the Noble Qur’an
and Sunnah.
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DIALOGUE, PEACE AND COEXISTENCE IN
CIVIL SOCIETIES
DR. William W. Baker
Founder And President Of Camp, Christians
And Muslims For Peace - USA
Definition of what constitutes a civil society? Before entering dialogue with the goal
of finding peace, we must consider what constitutes a “civil society”? One of the most
enduring and widely accepted definitions is
found in the Oxford World Dictionary: “An
advanced level of development in society that
is marked by complex social and political organization, and material, scientific, and artistic progress.”
It is tempting for each of us to believe we
and our respective countries and nations em-

body the elements of this definition. But we
would be wise to recognize that ancient history
is replete with the records of past civilizations
much greater than our own which eventually
ended in failure and ultimate destruction. It
is a well known proverb that those who ignore the errors and mistakes of the past are
bound to repeat them. The Roman Empire is
considered by most historians as the epitome
of a civilized nation and people. I remember the thrill of my first visit to Rome as a
young archaeology student realizing I would
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be living and studying in what remains
of the once great and powerful Roman
Empire. An empire credited with gifting
the world with the language of Latin, the
basis of nearly all Western and European
languages.
I found a ready use for the three years
of Latin language studies I received during my preparatory education as I was
enabled to read and understand a variety
of foreign languages, including Italian. It
was ancient Rome which instituted the
basis of Western and European systems
of Law. Roman law gave its citizens the
right to trial by jury, and to appeal their
decision even to the Emperor of Rome.
Roman architecture remains impressive
and in some categories, unequalled by
any other ancient or modern civilization
or society. Yet the legacy of this “advanced” civilization of law, knowledge,
and government is remembered for its
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attempt to conquer, occupy, and rule the
rest of their world by means of an army
skilled in the arts of combat, displaying no mercy or quarter towards both
those they encountered defending their
countries and the innocent citizens they
attempted to protect. The Roman Coliseum stands as mute testimony to the
inhumanity and unparalleled savagery
of what the Roman government and citizens considered “sport”.
Men, women, and children were
forced to face each other to fight to the
death, while others were torn to pieces
by wild, starving animals brought from
the African continent. Rome dominated
the world for 400 years, but suffered
total destruction and ruin from internal
corruption and moral degeneration. Ancient Greece contributed to civilization
the discipline of Philosophy and the importance of the human mind and knowl-
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edge. The writings of Aristotle, Plato,
Plutarch, along with many other Greek
intellectuals, continue to be taught around
the world in the circles of higher learning
and the pursuit of academic excellence.
Yet Greece, like Rome, suffered from
the same moral and spiritual degeneration which eventually brought about their
demise as a world power and an advance,
civil society. These and many other ancient countries and cultures made important contributions to the forming of civilization and the civil societies of today.
But history clearly records the transition
of society from the Age of Reason and
Renaissance to the Age of Darkness. Societies crumbled, governments failed, and
the once enlightened Western World languished in what became known as The
Dark Ages which lasted from the seventh
through the thirteenth century while at the
same moment a new era began, known as
“The Golden Age of Islam”. While Europe
languished in darkness for seven hundred
years, the Islamic world advanced intellect and culture which would once again
enrich and revive the former ancient Nations and Empires to at least a semblance
of their past glory. By the eighth century
Baghdad was the unchallenged intellectual center of the world. “The House of Wisdom”, founded by Caliph Mamum, ruler
of Baghdad from 813-833, trained Muslim scientists and scholars from whom the
Europeans gleaned long forgotten knowledge of ancient classical Greek thought
and Philosophy.
The Golden Age of Islam produced so
many of the world’s geniuses in a variety

of fields including Mathematics, Physics,
and Medicine that it was also known as
“The Classical Period.” Yet little if any
credit or mention is made of this important
era by modern day historians and anthropologists. They continue to demonstrate
what I choose to call “Europcintricity”,
ascribing the inventions and innovations
contributing to the betterment of mankind
to the predominantly white European culture. Europe once again gave the appearance of a civil society, but a society which
produced the Inquisition, during which
untold numbers of people died from unimaginable torture, burning alive at the
stake, and beheading. Their crime? Failing
to belong to the “Holy Church” and advocating alternative avenues of worship,
and daring to print the Christian Bible and
read it for themselves.
The Inquisition was followed by the
“Holy Wars” called The Crusades, when
the kings and Church State Leaders of Europe sent their armies beneath the flag of
Christianity to rid the world of the “infidels”, especially the Muslims. We who are
gathered here have witnessed the tremendous advancements in modem science and
technology. We have lived to see the evolution from the Russian Sputnik to moon
landings, space laboratories, and now
space travel for entertainment for those
of wealth and riches; we have lived to see
the life span of mankind greatly extended
with the exception of those living in the
most impoverished of the world community. Former Nations and Cultures long
considered “backward” and underdeveloped are now fast becoming superpowers
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in their own right.
It is now clear that such countries as
China and India with their massive populations and growing economies are destined to play major roles in the future of
our world. The question is: in the face of
our modem age, are societies becoming
more civil, and therefore more amenable
to initiate a real dialogue with the goal of
creating a workable and realistic methodology and structure for producing and implementing true Peace with one another?
A second question is: are those of us meeting here today living in a safer world and
society than the world of our ancestors and
predecessors? The modem age of scientific discovery has brought many benefits to
mankind at large such as the elimination
of numerous deadly diseases, contact and
communication between nearly all the citizens of the world. But it has also brought
us to the age of Nuclear weapons.
Never before has there existed such
a threat capable of destroying the entire
world and its inhabitants. Science continues to deliver new weapons of death
and destruction, as we witness major superpowers racing to place deadly laser
weapons upon satellites, as the new battle
between the current Superpowers is to
control space, and from space, control the
world. 2. I believe we must ask the question: are the world’s societies truly interested in achieving a world civilization
where disagreements and issues can be
resolved through objective, fair, and unbiased dialogue?
To answer this question let us consider
the issue of the ongoing injustice against
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the Palestinian People. Political dialogue
has been ongoing since 1948 among the
members of the original League of Nations and continues more than sixty years
later in what is now the United Nations.
Not only has there been no solution forthcoming, but indeed the Palestinian People
continue to suffer the loss of their remaining lands to what the former President
of the United States, Jimmy Carter, calls
apartheid, even as the Israeli government
continues unabated to build a massive
wall separating not only the West Bank
and Gaza from Palestinian lands taken by
force and now constituting Israel Proper,
but separating Palestinian families and villages as well. Is this conflict non resolvable as many political leaders and nations
have stated repeatedly during the past five
decades? Or, is there no real desire or will
among the world communities to render
a just solution which would witness the
return of all lands and properties illegally
seized over the decades?
His Excellency King Abdullah of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia along with the
Arab League proposed the only realistic
and practical solution to the issue: Israeli
withdrawal from all the occupied territories taken since 1967, and the normalization of relations by the surrounding
Arab countries. This realistic resolution
was ignored, and as of this moment, the
community of nations remains silent, and
the Palestinian People continue to suffer.
Meaningful Dialogue between societies
can only occur when those societies establish the goals and principals of dialogue
to be Justice, Peace, and Coexistence. 3.
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Is Peace even possible in our modem and
troubled world?
Within authentic history, wars have
claimed the lives of twenty thousand
million human beings. One hundred million died by the close of the last century
marking it one of the bloodiest centuries
of recorded history. If Peace is to become
even a possibility, it will only emerge
when men and nations agree to enter a
sincere dialogue to resolve conflicts and
disagreements, and they will only enter
that dialogue when they overcome the
inherent fear spawned by ignorance and
unfamiliarity with one another. The Greek
philosophers left the world with many human truths, and one of them has become
a maxim of modern psychology which is,
simply stated, men fear what they do not
know or understand.
A classic example can be found in the
current lack of trust and amicability between the Eastern and Western Nations
and their citizens, specifically, between
the Arab and non-Arab populations. I
can attest from my personal experience
that historical, cultural, and religious ignorance supports politically motivated
accusations, denigrations and distortions
of another’s religion, culture and nation.
Speaking of my own country, I state without fear of contradiction that very few
Americans have any knowledge of the origin, culture or history of the Arabic People
and their societies. I recall the comments
of concerned friends when I told them of
my plan to accept the invitation to visit the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Most were sincerely fearful that I as a “westerner” and

American Christian would surely suffer
public beheading or, at the least, imprisonment and abuse. Their fear was a direct
result of the Politics of Fear in the absence
of knowledge and enlightenment.
This is precisely why I chose to write my
book, “More in Common Than You Think:
the Bridge Between Islam and Christianity”. Unlike the majority of those citizens
of the Western Nations, I have had the
privilege to travel, live, and interact with
Arabs and Muslims throughout the world;
I lived and studied in Palestine while living in the West Bank towns of Nablus and
Ramallah; I have lived and participated
as well in archaeological excavations in
Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon; I have met
the spiritual as well as the political leaders
of many Islamic and Arabic countries, and
have spent nearly forty years of my life attempting to educate and inform my fellow
Americans and Westerners concerning the
historical, cultural, and religious truths of
their global neighbors living in the Near
East and Asia. 4. If Peace is ever to be
achieved through dialogue, and through
dialogue Civil Societies may peacefully
Coexist, we must attack and exterminate
Fear, for it is fear which furnishes the lifeblood of hate, prejudice, racism, and the
insecurity leading to armed conflict.
Those of us gathered here are living
in what appears to be a world of constant
wars and conflicts without resolution. Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq and Afghanistan;
Kashmir, Bosnia and Chechnya are but a
few examples of the unending bloodshed
and suffering of our fellow world citizens,
who have become victims of what I choose
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to call, the world-wide military industrial
complex. There is simply too much monetary profit to be made by the continuation
of the current conflicts and creation of new
ones, which gives rise to the reality of Perpetual Wars for Perpetual Peace, guaranteeing Perpetual Profit!. A new paradigm
has emerged in the very early years of our
new Century, a paradigm based upon fear
and the threat of harm from, once again,
those cultures, customs, and religions we
do not know or understand.
For true Dialogue to occur and produce
true Peace, new efforts must be made by
the Nations and Societies of the world to
build bridges of understanding through not
merely political exchange, but cultural and
religious exchange. This will require the
expunging of old prejudices, old biases, and
if established, will most assuredly banish
the blocking-stone of Fear, thereby making
possible a real dialogue, and through honest exchange and discussion, producing a
real and lasting Peace, and bringing to an
end the paradigm of endless war, conflict,
and suffering. It is to this end that I have
devoted the majority of my life, attempting
to educate my fellow citizens in the West
about those they fear the most, the Arabs,
the Muslims, the Near East and Asia. 5.
Yes, Peace among and between civil societies is possible, but a true and lasting
peace must be based upon Justice! If we
wish for peace, we must work for justice.
Indeed, there is no peace without justice.
Justice is defined as fairness or reasonableness, especially in the way and manner people are treated and decisions are
made. Peace through Justice can never be
ordered, commanded, or implemented and
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maintained at the point of a gun.
I cite as an example the Palestinian issue, which will never be resolved and there
can never be a true and lasting peace if and
until they receive the justice they deserve
including the return of their homes, lands
and orchards; the end of the brutal occupation of the West Bank and Gaza; the
freedom to choose their own government
and leaders, and the right of return for all
Palestinians driven from their homeland.
Amos, a shepherd called to be a Prophet
for Almighty God, wrote in his book contained in the Older Testament of the Bible:
“But let Justice roll on like a river, and
righteousness like a never failing stream!
(Book of Amos, Chapter 5, verse 24). 6. In
1984 I was visiting Damascus, Syria when
I met Sheikh Ahmad Kuftaro, Grand Mufti
of Syria. I accepted his kind invitation to
visit his home for an evening meal.
We spoke for nearly six hours about
Peace, Dialogue, and Coexistence. During
our conversation we discussed the central
doctrines of Islam and Christianity held in
common by both faiths: mercy, compassion, care for our fellow man, peace, and
justice. As I departed for my hotel in the
early morning hours Grand Mufti took my
hand and, looking into my eyes stated: “my
dear friend, we are in the same CAMP.”
From that conversation, where two men
from different cultures, countries, and religions met in mutual respect and appreciation, my organization over the past twenty¨
five years was born. On an airplane on my
way to Beirut, Lebanon a few days later I
wrote on a notepad the acronym C.A.M.P.,
Christians And Muslims for Peace.
I dared to imagine a world in which the
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two largest religions on earth comprising
nearly half of the world population, actually worked together to carry out their religious responsibilities; to care for the poor,
the innocent, the widows and orphans, and
to lead the way for all the world to enter
a real Dialogue, producing real Peace, supporting the Coexistence of Civil Societies. In 1993 I was asked by an American
Kashmiri organization to consider entering
Kashmir to document the torture and atrocities carried out daily against the primarily
Muslim inhabitants. Knowing that several
western journalists had been killed attempting to enter Kashmir for the same purpose,
I agreed to the plan, driven by a passion for
justice for the Kashmiri People even as I had
done for the Palestinians. While in occupied Kashmir, I faced arrest, interrogation,
torture, and death. The last day with my
Kashmiri brothers and sisters I told them:
“If God spares my life and I return to my
home, I promise I will never forget you, and
I will tell any who will listen what I have
seen, heard, and documented on film. I will
be your voice.” I kept my promise, writing
a book entitled “Kashmir: Happy Valley,
Valley of Death.” I took the story of Kashmir to the political and religious leaders of
America and Europe. So many have asked
me: “why did you, an American Christian,
risk your life for the sake of Muslims in
Kashmir?” The answer can be found in that
conversation in Damascus, Syria with the
Grand Mufti Kuftaro.
My fears or assumptions about Islam,
based primarily upon deliberate distortions and a lack of knowledge, ended in
that six hour dialogue. CAMP Chapters,
consisting of Christian and Muslim citizens

working together for the common good of
their fellow citizens, now exist on the island of Mindanao in the Philippine Islands,
in Liberia and Nigeria, Africa and, as of last
year, in Khartoum, the capital of Sudan.
CONCLUSION The Ancient Empires
destroyed one another until none remained.
Why? They failed to establish an atmosphere for Dialogue, where their many issues and conflicts could have been discussed and resolved. Because there was no
desire for a genuine, substantive dialogue,
they remained fearful of other cultures, customs, and religions beyond the boundaries
of their own empires. Without Dialogue
there was no Peace, and without Peace, no
Coexistence.
The alternative path they chose was war.
An old proverb states: War leaves a country with three armies; cripples, mourners,
and thieves. I have seen those mourners in
Iraq, in Palestine, in Lebanon, in Kashmir
and the Philippines. I shall never forget a
group of Kashmiri sisters and mothers gathered in one of the many graveyards especially for children. As I approached, one of
the mothers took a small blanket, opened
it, and crying simply said “why”? There I
saw the body of an infant with three large
bullet holes in its tiny body. What was my
answer? What would be your answer? For
there will continue to be mothers burying
their young, husbands and wives separated
and forced to watch the execution of first
their children, then themselves. Dialogue,
Peace, and Coexistence are not simply noble ideas, they are an absolute necessity for
our present world, and the world to come
for our own children, our own families, and
our own countries.

l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l

55

The Orange Seller
A story of success from India

By Dr. Muhamad Abdulkarim Al-Hadawi
Translated by Dr. Muhammad Salim

(His name is (Hajabba)...
A simple man from a village in the
state of southern Karandak in India. He,
his wife and his three siblings lived in
poverty.
His work is to sell orange. He left his
house early in the morning after perform-
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ing dawn prayer to be the first to arrive the
market of the village before it is tumultuous and crowded, carrying a basket of orange which is perfectly made of bamboo.
He starts to sell sweet pieces of orange
to sustain his poverty-stricken family
by what he gets from this job that does
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not guarantee a stable income. However,
some days pass without getting anything,
but he is patient as it is the will of Allah
in such days.
Once, while he was selling orange,
some English people approach him and
asked him about the price of orange,
however, for not speaking English, he
couldn’t answer them, so they left him
without buying anything. Only then, he
came to know the problem that had he
been educated, his status could have been
better.
He lived as an illiterate and kept doing
this wearisome job for thirty years until
his face became wrinkled. He spent these
years under the intensity of the blazing
sun for some time and under the bitterly
cold for another time. He kept working
from early morning up to late hours in
the night putting on a ragged shirt to cover his slim bony body.
He was convinced of his life until that
day when he met those foreigners whom
he couldn’t communicate with them. At
that moment, he knew that his life could
become better, even could the life of the
whole village.
No way for reformation of life except
by education… and only education…
But, how could he get that while all
obstacles block the way for realizing this
noble aim?
Couldn’t he save little money out of
his meager income every day to gather
enough money for building a school…
what a good idea?!
However, saving little money out of
his daily income means further hunger
and poverty for his family. Couldn’t he
put forth more effort in his work? He has
to depend on Allah and try.

Although the world has witnessed formidable advancements in the last years,
yet the majority of people in third world
countries are suffering marginalization
and blocking out that are detestable and
shocking. The problems of education and
economy are due to policy corruption,
lack of good planning and lack of hard
work by officials. “Community Service”
is a logo and statement repeated round
the clock by politicians, however, it is no
more than ink on paper.
The orange seller decided to build a
school for kids so that they could become
educated. However, what he afforded is
only a little money to do so and whenever he mentioned this matter to one of
his villagers, he was reproached and disappointed. Notable people of his village
were more cynic of him and of his impossible project.
Despite all that, his hope is still to establish a school for the children of the
village to pick them up from ignorance
and to be their first step on the path of
improvement of their life in order to
move forward for higher school levels in
the city.
(Hajabba) has established himself firmly for this great task, and shouldered the
responsibility of educating those around
him, to grant the chance of education for
the future promising kids of his village.
Now, his dream is to build a school. He
wants to prove to those who ridicule him
that he is able to do something.
Man can realize what he wants provided that he possesses faithful intention
and will.
Every day (Hajabba) cherishes his
dream and his intention enhances whenever he looks at the unemployed and

l Shawwal 1439/July 2018 l

57

marginalized youths of the village. Most
of his villagers cannot read a newspaper or communicate with foreigners. If
they got educated, many doors would
be opened to them, they could solve the
chronic electricity problem, water, and
transportation problem and they needn’t
travel to the neighboring village to seek
treatment. Most of his age passed without being educated and he does not want
his society to face the same destiny.
Hajabba collects and accumulates
piaster on piaster, then he goes out to
seek the support of the rich, instead, he
receives cynic and ridiculous words.
However, he does not give in, he moves
forward to achieve his aim.
Finally, in 1999, and idea triggered in
his mind, to open the school inside the
mosque of the village. The dream began
to realize when twenty students joined
the school. Little by little, kids began to
show up at the school, even the kids of
the rich who laughed at him came down
to the school.
When the people of the village found
that the dream of (Hajabba) became reality, the reconsidered their opinions
towards him, they treated him respectfully. They saw that the children of the
village have changed into the best as
they speak a perfect language and put
on clean clothes. This change encourages (Hajabba) and makes him exerts
every effort to upgrade the school and to
acquire further respect of the villagers.
However, his work has become society
primary concern. Sooner, a government
mission has come to the school with aids
following aids from governments and
private sectors to complete the building
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of the school. Then (Hajabba) demands
to upgrade his primary school to high
school.
Soon, in a few years, pioneer students
began to attend higher schools and colleges. The villagers show further respect
to Hajabba… The picture has totally
changed, and so have the people, they
love him much and consider him with
respect and appreciation. Their children
have become oriented, graduated from
his schools and able to speak English
fluently. They put on elegant and nice
coats, carrying books and notebooks to
become holders of degrees of knowledge and science.
Hajabba’s fame has spread across
the neighboring villages and despite the
great reputation he acquired, he kept
holding his job of selling orange. Meetings have been held in his honor and
governmental institutions have competed over rewarding this simple man in
recognition of the real development he
presented to his society.
Whenever he realized something of
his dream, he looked forward to something bigger. He is waiting for an official resolution to be announced for
establishing a university college in his
village. The village is changing, however, he himself does not change his living
style… he keeps selling orange in the
city and puts on his usual dress which
was familiar to people thirty years before. He got skinnier and slimmer than
before due to burdens and aging.
In honoring him, speakers expatiate
upon his providing education to thousands of children of poverty-stricken
classes, those who suffer lack of suitable
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education. Many African and Asians
countries are in dire need of this big
heart man who looks forward to the
needs of the age and knows that: “Education is the biggest wealth for man”, a
man who does not seek from what he
presents whether being money or fame,
he rather dreams of a world developed
into a better condition.
After twenty years of his sustainable work, Hajabba received many rewards and invitations from educational
societies and organizations across the
world, particularly Arab and European
countries. He further received many
donations from benefactors and activists which he spent all of them without
leaving any for sustaining his family,
curing his ailing wife and his sick little
daughter. All donations go to the needy,
in establishing buildings for the school
and buying lots of lands for the school
the area of which is more than two acres.
There are more than eight hundred male
and female students studying in this
school. Having being aged, Hajabba
looks forward to receiving little education and the students feel enthusiastic
to teach (their father- Hajabba) alphabets and words of (Kanadiah) language
which he does not know to read and
write. Whenever he gets the chance, he
holds pen and paper to learn much.
The story of Hajabba has been presented in international space channels
like (CNN) which awarded him “The
Prize of Real Hero” which is five hundred thousand Indian Rupees, however,
he spent the whole amount on constructing buildings for the school
Today, the Republic of India is celebrating this exemplary personality of

social solidarity where his educational
efforts are not limited to Muslim children only, but also accommodate all Indian classes. His biography has become
a lesson to be taught in postgraduate
studies for the purpose of being an exemplar. A book was published about
the Life of the Orange Seller. Many
videotapes and news coverings were
produced and found popularity and
spread through mass media in India and
abroad. His mission also received acceptance among educational activists in
European countries.
The school now has been transferred
into “a government school” equipped
with advanced technologies and Hajabba has acquired a global reputation,
however, he still that humble person
who feels ashamed when journalists’
gather around him. He cannot express
himself well. He is pleased being
dubbed by the students of the school as
“Akshara Saga” which means the “The
monk of Alphabet”
Hajabba always repeats: “I do not
possess anything which you expect to
be power and authority. I am a poor
man”. The destiny of Allah puts him to
be a reason for what he has done. Allah
is Exalted, who puts His secret in the
weakest of His creatures”.
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Khuda Baksh Oriental Public Library:
Digitization of the manuscripts
By Aftab H. Kola
Khuda Baksh Oriental Public Library in Patna, India, an internationally acclaimed research powerhouse for Islamic and
Asian history is India’s pride.
Though founded earlier, it was opened for public in October,
1891 by the illustrious son of Bihar, Khan Bahadur Khuda Bakhsh with 4,000 manuscripts, of which he inherited 1,400 from
his father Maulvi Mohammed Bakhsh.
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Khuda Bakhsh Khan donated his entire personal collection to the people of
Patna by a deed of trust. Acknowledging the great historical and intellectual
value of its rich and valued collection,
the Government of India declared the
Library an Institution of National Importance by an act of Parliament in 1969.
The Library is now fully patronized by
the Ministry of Culture (Government of
India). The Library was formally opened
by Sir Charles Elliot, Governor of Bengal, on October 5, 1891. It was initially
called the Oriental Public Library or the
Bankipur Oriental Library.
Digitization of the manuscripts
A major initiative in digitization of the
manuscripts and other documents is in
progress at the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental
Public Library, Patna (India), which is a
unique repository of about 21,000 Oriental manuscripts and quarter million
printed books.
The manuscripts are written on paper,
palm-leaf, deer-skin, cloth and sundry
materials. At the same time it has a modern face, housing over 200,000 books in
Arabic, Persian, Urdu, English and Hindi, besides a few in German and French,
and some in Punjabi, Japanese and Russian. The Library combines the twin features of a center of research in Oriental
studies and a public library catering to
the needs of students, youth and senior
citizens.
Beginning with the first phase, about
3,263 manuscripts have been completely

digitized. At present this data is available
to the user in the Library reading room.
In the second phase, the digitization
of rare journals and periodicals are being
done and to be followed by the digitization of rare books.
The functional objectives of the digitization program are to improve access,
prevent damage caused by frequent handling, open doors to the publishing of
e-books, share resources with other institutions and ensure conservation. The
technical objectives ensure that manuscripts are catalogued as per the Dublin
Code Standards, develop an e-reading
room for in-house readers, prepare a
Web-based catalogue of digitized manuscripts, host a few samples first for viewing and then develop an e-library with
storage, archival and retrieval facilities,
and to make available the digitized material to readers, researchers and scholars
online.
Rare and valuable Collections
It is one of the richest collections in the
world of manuscripts with illustrations.
Although the architectural features of the
library summarize much of Jerusalem’s
history, it is its intellectual structure that
comprises the real treasure.
Medieval manuscripts form the focus
of the library. The collection spans a very
broad spectrum of subjects, with a focus
on religious law. Other fields include
medicine, society, history, geography,
astronomy, Qur’anic exegesis, rhetoric,
logic, philosophy and poetry.
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Stunning collection
Among the range of rare collections in
the library are Jehangir-Nama, ShahNama, Al-Quran, Tarikh-i-Khandan-iTimuriya (a history of the Timur dynasty
commissioned by Akbar). The manuscript of Diwan-i-Hafiz from the personal collection of Mughal emperors Humayun and Jehangir also find a place in the
Khuda Baksh library. The manuscript of
Kitab-Al-Tasrif describes in detail many
methods and instruments of surgery with
exquisite illustrations and is written in
Arabic language with Mahgribi characters.
Another oldest manuscript dates back
to 11th century AD. The manuscript,
written in Naskh script, contains miniature paintings of medicinal plants, herbs
and
reptiles. It was translated from Latin
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to Arabic during the regime of Mamun
Rashid in Baghdad.
The library brought out a series of
Khuda Baksh lectures in a book titled
Secularism in India. Membership is open
to anyone interested, though initially
a six-month temporary membership is
granted to see if the member has a genuine interest and can handle the books
carefully.
The library was termed an “institution of national importance” by an Act of
Parliament in 1969, making it an autonomous body. A dedicated laboratory and
staff undertake the fumigation, deacidification and binding that keep the works
from decay. The sheen of the gold leaf
pages, the vibrancy of the colors - reds,
greens, blues, browns - and the velvety
black sweep of the calligraphy belie the
antiquity of these texts, turning back,
quite literally, the pages of history.
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The library’s guest book is a history in
itself - all the renowned names of India’s
colonial and post-colonial past are mentioned in this book. Viceroys and governors-general aplenty: the Lords Elgin,
Curzon, Hardinge, Irwin, Linlithgow,
Wavell and Mountbatten grace its pages.
Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru, Zakir Hussain and numerous Indian presidents came
visiting and felt proud of the treasures of
the library. The library also saw the visits
of Nobel laureates Rabindranath Tagore
and C.V. Raman.
A multi-lingual research quarterly Khuda Bakhsh Library Journal is
brought out every quarter. The primary
aim of this Journal is to advance research
in Oriental and Islamic studies and also
to promote research in Literature. Hence
it carries scholarly articles, reprints of articles from old research periodicals and
prints of original articles on the subjects
in which the library specializes.
Simultaneously, the Library also undertook a project of publishing research
treatises, its manuscripts after getting
them edited by scholars, facsimile edition of manuscripts, indices of Urdu periodicals, catalogue of the manuscripts,
books bridging the communal gap and
also books on Indian culture, history, literature and Islam.
International seminars have been organized on manuscript literature on Tibb
(Unani Medicine), Qur’anic sciences,
Medieval.
Indian history followed by the seminars on Urdu Manuscripts and on lndoUzbek relations. Free India and Dr. Zakir

Husain were the topics for national seminars. Besides, symposia on Reservation
for Muslims and Indian Woman have
also been arranged in the library.
Khuda Bakhsh Library is not merely
a library, it is in fact a nucleus of multidimensional activities. It caters to the
needs of intellectuals and scholars, promotes research, advocates communal
harmony and also serves public.
The Library encourages scholars and
provides them all research facilities including free accommodation. It awards
10 research fellowships - 3 Senior and 7
Junior - for a period of 2 years and helps
scholars do Ph.D./D.Litt. It also assigns
different projects to them, for example,
editing of manuscripts, compilation of
descriptive catalogue of manuscripts, indexes of Urdu periodicals, subject bibliographies, etc.
It also offers lump sum amount to
retired professors to work on our manuscripts.
Compilation of descriptive catalogue
of manuscripts is also a research work.
Our catalogues published so far contain
rich information about the manuscripts
and hence they are highly valued in the
academic world.
The library also runs the Curzon
Reading Room, named after Lord Curzon, where people can read newspapers,
magazines, reference books and books
for competitive examinations.
Little wonder then the library is an internationally acclaimed research powerhouse for students of Islamic and Asian
history.
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Spain: Granada mosque attracting
Muslims in Ramadan
By Hasan Esen
GRANADA, Spain
A mosque in Andalusian city of
Granada located in southern Spain
overlooking the famous Alhambra
Palace is attracting more Muslims
during the month of Ramadan.
The mosque named “Mezquita
Mayor de Granada” (Grand Mosque
of Granada) is hosting iftar dinners
in which people are served with
dates and Moroccan Harira soup.
Mosque’s Secretary-General Zacarias Lopez Rejon told Anadolu
Agency that they broke Sunday’s
fast with milk and dates, while
Harira soup was served after
Taraweeh prayer.
“After the evening prayer, we perform Taraweeh prayer. During the
whole month, Quran is read from
beginning to end twice,” Rejon
said.
Rejon said that the mosque’s construction was started by Granada’s
Muslim community 30 years ago
when his father converted to Is-
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lam.
“We had difficulties in construction of the mosque. The process
took a long time because of financial and political reasons. Finally
the mosque was inaugurated for
worship in 2003,” Rejon said.
Rejon added that they need financial
assistance from the whole world to
keep maintaining the mosque.
Muhammed Ibrahim Perez, a
mosque visitor who is in his 60s,
said Muslims in Granada have an
important place in terms of local,
national and international aspect.
Perez said that Ramadan is the best
and awaited month of the year.
Southern city of Granada was a
land of the Andalusian Umayyad
for eight centuries until the Granada War in 1492, when the Muslims
lost their all power in Spain.
After the Spanish victory, Granada
was annexed to Castile, a kingdom
in the Iberian Peninsula during the
Middle Ages.
This war was a part of “Reconquista”, which means reconquest.
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